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South Korea Forum
Speech by SG Christophe Bernasconi
06 December 2023

Christophe Bernasconi

Distinguished members of the National Assembly,
Dear colleagues at the National Center for the Rights of the Child,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that | extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Republic of
Korea on this momentous occasion, the passing of the International Adoption Act,
which implements the principles, guarantees and procedures set forth in the HCCH
Convention of 1993 on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption, which we refer to as the 1993 Adoption Convention, or simply

the Adoption Convention.

The 1993 Adoption Convention recognises that growing up in a family is of primary
importance and is essential for the happiness and healthy development of a child. It
also recognises that intercountry adoption may offer the advantage of a permanent
family to a child for whom a suitable family cannot be found in their country of origin.
By setting out clear procedures and prohibiting improper financial or other gains, the
Adoption Convention provides greater security, predictability and transparency for all
parties to the adoption, and tries to prevent illicit practices, including the abduction,

the sale of, or traffic in children.

As the Secretary General of the HCCH, | would like to commend all parties involved
- the government, legislators, policymakers, and any other stakeholders — for their
commitment in bringing this important implementation Law to fruition. Through the
enactment of this Law, the Republic of Korea effectively expresses its aspiration to

uphold the rights of children in need of an intercountry adoption.



The Republic of Korea has been involved since the beginning of the process that
eventually led to the Adoption Convention. While it was not a Member of the HCCH
yet, the Republic of Korea actively participated in the negotiations leading up to the
Convention, sharing its broad experience with intercountry adoptions. | am sure the
positive experience with these negotiations also prompted the Republic of Korea to
become a Member of the HCCH in 1997. And then of course the Republic of Korea
signed the Adoption Convention in 2013. This new legislative achievement therefore
marks another milestone in the Republic of Korea's path towards the ratification of
the 1993 Adoption Convention, and its further implementation. | am very pleased to
hear of the envisaged ratification of the Adoption Convention by the Republic of Korea
in the course of 2025, and | am confident that this will have a significant impact on

the protection of children who are in need of an intercountry adoption.

We at the HCCH look forward to the envisaged ratification and stand ready to support
the Republic of Korea in its path towards ratification, implementation and operation
of the 1993 Adoption Convention, to ensure that intercountry adoptions only take
place in the best interests of children in need of an intercountry adoption, and with

respect for their fundamental rights.

Thank you, and congratulations once again to the Republic of Korea for passing the

Adoption Act.
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